“Road Trippin’ USA”
Words: 570

“Driving around the U.S. is a great way for Maria
and her family to see their new country, meet
locals, and discover American culture.

“StF Maria FOhBOR A KW, FERFEE
ERTHIVER. MR L ATIERSE
E s brF A=K,

Time to prepare for a roadtrip!
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Before Leaving:
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e Contact the post office to stop the mail. Or ask a
trusted neighbor to collect the mail.
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e Check the weather online.
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e Leave outside lights on.
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e Buy a timer for any lights so they turn on and off.
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Nothing tempts a robber more than a full mailbox
and a dark house!
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Pack the essentials: Han&Wma
e Phone o FHl

e Charger o FLEBER

e Travel books o fiiiETh

e Spare tire o B

e Maps o X

e Drinks o WHAK

e Snacks e ER

e Entertainment o IRKFAMm

e Flashlight o FHF

e Blanket o EH

e Extra cash o &

e AAA card e AAARGF

Maria and her family are ready to go.
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But what are these different types of roads and
signs?
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The interstate runs between states.
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It connects both small towns and major U.S.
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cities.

Interstates run either north to south or east to west.
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The last digit of the interstate number tells you the
direction. An odd number means north to south. An
even number means east to west. Some
expressways charge a fee for use. These are
commonly called toll roads or turnpikes.
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Are you lost? Have no fear, mile markers are here
to guide you.
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On east-west routes, mile markers begin at the
western state line and increase as you travel east.
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On north-south routes, they start at the southern
state line and increase as you travel north.
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When entering a new state, the mile marker starts
over at 1.
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A business loop takes you from the main interstate
through a city’s business district. It always connects
back to the main interstate.

7 b R AT LA 8 MO BR 22 B T B AT 3
MR, 3T L REEHEIE S M ER
DETFIE,

Don’t speed on business loops. Speed limits are
usually much lower than on interstates.
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Spurs and beltways are common around big cities.
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These roads have a 3-digit number.
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A beltway has an even first digit. This is a loop that
connects with another interstate at both ends.
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A spur has an odd first digit. This is a road that
connects with an interstate only at one end.
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Unlike interstates, there is no odd/even rule. Spurs
and beltways go in different directions.
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The same 3-digit spurs and beltways may be found
in various states.
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U.S. highways run parallel to interstates and
through multiple states. They have one to three
digits.
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Like interstates, north to south is odd, east to west
is even.
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Within each state are state routes. Each state has
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its own sign for state routes.
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They may have stoplights and lower speed limits
than interstates.
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What are those ‘thru’ and ‘local lanes’ ahead?
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They ease the amount of traffic on the interstates.
Drivers can exit onto local roads and access
businesses.
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Thru lanes take traffic to the final destination on the
interstate sign without access to local roads.
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Need gas or a bite to eat? Stop at a travel plaza.
Their gas usually costs less than at individual gas
stations and they have restaurants.
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Gas, food and hotel information are listed on the
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blue service signs before each exit on the RSHRE, M. BYMFLEEESESIE
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Need more travel information? FERSHITER"?

For a yearly fee, The American Automobile Agiﬁﬁﬁ, EXESREDRF AAA SR
Association or AAA provides trip planning, maps, RIRBRATAKI, HhE ., JBEHN. HT

hotel discounts, travel guides and emergency
roadside service.
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Apps and online tools can help with road trips too.
Google maps and websites like AirBnB for shared
accommodations are great.

NARBFNELIEhEREBERE
B, Google #iEF1E$E AirBnB TR
A EEHEMETRIED,

Now you know the basics of traveling the U.S. by
car. Pack your bag. You are ready for your own
road trip.
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